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Enixnpurcn, Mar zr. 1792. 


At a General Meeting of the Society in Scotland for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
The Earl of Leven, Preſident, in the Chair, 


Tur thanks of the Society were given from the Chair 
to the Rev. Dr. Gloag, for his excellent Sermon this day 
preached before them ; and he was requeſted to give his 
manuſcript of the ſa 
the Society. 


THE GOSPEL REVELATION OF THE FUTURE STATE AN 
HAPPINESS OF MAN CONSIDERED; 


A 


SERMON. 


Jonx, xi. 25. 


———- JESUS SAID UN TO HER, I AM THE RESURRECTION 
AND THE LIFE: HE THAT BELIEVETH IN ME, THOUGH 
HE WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE LIVE. 


Tun RE 18 an inimitable grandeur and ſimplicity 
in all the diſcourſes of our bleſſed Saviour, which 
diſtinguiſh his character, as a teacher of religion, 
from every inſtructer under heaven. From the 
common and ordinary events of Providence, he 
takes occaſion to reveal the moſt ſublime and im- 
portant doctrines to our faith, and to recommend 
the wiſeſt and beſt rules of conduct to our prac- 
tice, in language clear and expreſſive; admirably 
adapted to convey his meaning, with perſuaſive 
force and energy, to perſons of all capacities, 


A 
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The death of Lazarus of Bethany, the be- 
loved brother of Mary and her filter Martha, gave 
riſe to a moſt tender and intereſting converſa- 
tion, recorded in this chapter ; where we behold 
our divine Maſter in a point of view, both vene- 
Table and amiable ; touched with a fecling of 
our inſirmities,“ and revealing, at the ſame 
time, ſuch precious truths, as are full of inſtruc- 
tion and conſolation to his people. Martha, 
« as ſoon as ſhe heard that Jeſus was coming” 
to the houſe of mourning, * went and met 
him, and ſaid unro him, Lord, if thou hadſt 
* been here, my brother had not died. But I 
* know that even now whatſoever thon wilt aſk 
* of God, God will give it thee. Jeſus ſaith 
c unto her, Thy brother ſhall riſe again. Mar- 
* tha ſaith unto him, I know that he ſhall riſe 
again in the reſurrection, at the laſt day. Je- 
* ſus ſaid unto her, I am the reſurrection, and 
te the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
„ were dead, yet ſhall he live.“ The important 
doctrine which our Lord hath taught us in the 
words of the text, concerning the future ſtate 
and happineſs of his faithful people, will, it is 


| hoped, be a proper ſubje& of diſcourſe before 
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the Honourable Society, at whoſe deſire I appear 
here; a Society, that hath long and juſtly been 
diſtinguiſhed, by a wiſe and well directed zeal 
to promote the beſt and greateſt intereſts of their 
fellow creatures in this world, and their ever- 
laſting peace and happineſs in the next, 


In the ſubject before us, there are four things 
that chiefly deſerve our ſerious conſideration. 

1. The divine power and authority which our 
Lord here claims, and aſſerts. 

2. The happineſs of thoſe who ſhall be bleſſed 
with the reſurreCtion, and the life, which he alone 
can beſtow. | 

3. The character of the perſons who ſhall 
enjoy this great happineſs, 

4. The full and effeQual ſecurity given to 
them, that this great felicity ſhall be their final 
and everlaſting portion, © Jeſus ſaid unto her, 
] am the reſurrection, and the life: he that 
* believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
6 ſhall he live,” 


Firſt, Let us conſider the divine power and 
authority, which our Lord claims, and aſſerts, 
in the verſe before us: * Jeſus ſaid unto her, 
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] am the reſurreQion, and the life.” There 
1s a dignity in theſe words of our Lord becoming 
hiniſelf, and peculiar to him as the Son of God, 
and the Saviour of the world. No prophet 
merely of human kind, ever preſumed to ſpeak 
in this manner; for, in him, ſuch language 
would have been falſehood, impiety, and blaſ- 
phemy. It became him alone, who * thought 
* it not robbery to be equal with God; © for 
* in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God- 
* head bodily.*” Well did our Lord know 
what was within the compaſs of his own power, 
and what it was able to accompliſh with reſpect 
to the two great objects here ſet before us. He 
had already diſplayed his almighty power in the 
creation of the world ; and was daily making it 
manifeſt in the preſervation and government of 
the countleſs millions of beings that inhabit the 
univerſe : and ſurely the ſame power is equal to 
any other effect, neceſſary to the perfection and 
happineſs of the human race, that the divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs may ſee fit to be produced. 
Of this kind, are the reſurteQion, and the life; 
and of both theſe glorious works, the Lord Jeſus 
aſſerts, that he is the author and the cauſe. As 


Phil. ii. 6. Col. ii. g. 
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the-life here mentioned is conjoined with the 
reſurrection, it muſt evidently be underſtood of 
the eternal life, that is reſerved for the righteous 
in heaven, after all their labours and ſufter- 
ings in this ſtate of crial. This, however, is not 
the only paſſage in ſcripture where our Lord 
ſpeaks of this great bleſſing, and of his own 
power and authority to confer it on his people. 
To the fame purpoſe is the doctrine he hath re- 
vealed in the following words: © Verilly, verily, 
* I ſay unto you, the hour is coming, and now 
« js, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear ſhall live. 
« For as the Father hath life in himſelf; ſo hath 
* he given to the Son to have life in himſelf; 
and hath given him authority to execute judg- 
„ ment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man. 
* Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
© in which all that are in the graves ſhall hear 
* his voice; and ſhall come forth: they that have 
“ done good, unto the reſurrection of life; and 
* they that have done evil, unto the reſurrection 
* of damnation®*.” 

Human reaſon can give us little or no infor- 
mation as to theſe two great events in the go- 
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vernment of God, the reſurrection of the dead, 
and the enjoyment of eternal life. Though the 
men of genius and learning in ancient Greece 
and Rome, have ſhewn many great inſtances of 
civil and political wiſdom ; though their works 
of philoſophy, oratory, and poctry, have tranſ- 
mitted their names with honour to poſterity, and 
are ſubjects of admiration and delight; yet their 
minds were exceedingly involved in the darkneſs 
of ignorance and error, with reſpect to the two 
important doctrines here ſet before us, as well 
as to the other principal truths of religion. Of 
the reſurrection of the dead, they knew nothing 
at all: and when it was ſpoken of in their hear- 
ing, 2s it was by the Apoſtle Paul at Athens, 
they treated it as a mere chimera, as a vain and 
wild fancy, that had no foundation in truth. It 
was reſerved for our Lord alone to bring life 
and immortality fully to light by the goſpel. 
Under this diſpenſation of divine truth and 
grace with which the world is now blefled, the 
reſurrection, and eternal life, are no longer ſub- 
jects of curious and ingenious ſpeculations ; they 
are matters of ſact, in which, as reaſonable and 
accountable creatures, as men and Chriſtians, 
we are deeply intereſted: and, like other matters 
of fat, they admit of proof from teſtimony, 
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Accordingly, our bleſſed Lord hath condeſcend- 
ed to eſtabliſh the truth of his doct: ine on theſe 
important ſubjects, by clear and inconteſtable 
evidence. Not to mention the reſurrection of 
the daughter of Jairus, and of the widow's ſon 
at Nain, there is, in this very chapter, a moſt 
deciſive proof, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, in- 
deed, what he here declares himſelf to be,“ the 
& Reſurrection, and the Life.” The ſact and 
teſtimony to which I refer, is the reſurrection 
of Lazarus. Then they took away the ſtone 
& from the place where the dead was laid. And 
& Jeſus lifted up his eyes, and ſaid, Father, I thank 
te thee that thou haſt heard me. And 1 knew 
* that thou heareſt me always: but becauſe of 
* the people which ſtand by, I ſaid it, that they 
© may believe that thou haſt ſent me. And 
*« when he thus had ſpoken, he cried with a loud 
« voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 
grave clothes: and his face was bound about 
with a napkin. Jeſus faith unto them, looſe 
bim, and let him go *.” This miracle alone 
is ſufficient to prove, not only all that our Lord 
hath ſaid in the text, but his whole divine miſſion 
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as the Son of God, and the Saviour of the 
world. No impoſtor will bring his 2 
to a trial of this nature. | 


I. Let vs direct our attention to the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe who ſhall be bleſſed with the Re- 
ſurrection and the Life, which our great Re- 
deemer alone can beſtow. When the eyes of man 
are cloſed in death, and his connection with all 
ſublunary objects is entirely diſſolved, an in- 
quiſitive mind is ſolicitous to know, what is the 
ſtate of the ſpirit which animated the mortal 
frame, and what will be the effe& and extent of 
the power of death with regard to the body. 
From the light of nature, the mind derives little 
or no relief as to theſe inquiries; all the diſcovery 
it makes concerning them is imperfeQ and de- 
fective; doubtful, perplexed, and unſatisfactory. 
But divine revelation clearly unfolds theſe great 
and important objects: and while it ſets before 
us the different ſtate and circumſtances of good 
and bad men after death, it ſpeaks on the in- 
tereſting ſubject with authority and deciſion, 
ſaying, in the language of truth itſelf, * Theſe 
< ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, but 
the righteous into life eternal“. The awful 
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ſepatation of the ſoul from the body at death, 
which is, or ought to be, an object of terror to 
the wicked, is the cauſe of joy and triumph to 
the righteous : © Then ſhall the duſt return 
* to the earth as it was; and the ſpirit ſhall re- 
* turn unto God who gave it.'” © When abſent 
* from the body, it ſhall be preſent with the 
* Lord.” As the eternal life into which the 
righteous ſhall then enter, is to them © the gift of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” fo it is 
the purchaſe of his infinitely precious blood, who 
„once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
* that he might bring us to God *.” Then ſhall 
the righteous appear in the Divine preſence, and 
ſhall dwell for ever in their Father's houſe, as his 
beloved and dutiful children, © who have been 
* waſhed, and ſanctified, and juſtified in the 
„ name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 
© our God .“ Then ſhall they know, and feel 
to. their unſpeakable joy, that the eternal life 
reſerved for them in heaven, is the completion 
and perfection of the ſpiritual and divine life 
with which they were bleſſed on earth. They 
ſhall rcceive and enjoy it too, as proceeding from 
the ſame cauſe, the love of God in Jeſus Chriſt 
B 
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his Son; to whoſe merit, and power, and grace, 
they have been infinitely indebted: and, in ſtrains 
of the moſt fervent admiration, gratitude and 
praiſe, they ſhall adore and worſhip Him, who, 
in the words of the text, ſpeaks in all the majeſty. 
and love of God, ſaying, © 1 am the reſurrec- 
„tion, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
© though he were dead, yet ſhall he live.” 
When the righteous ſhall be put in poſſeſſion 
of eternal life in heaven, they ſhall find it to be 
a life of perfect knowledge. Then ſhall they 
ſee and underſtand, in a ſenſe in which they ne- 
ver underſtood it before, that this is life eternal, 
* to know the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
*« whom he hath ſent *.” The knowledge of 
theſe grand and ſublime ſubjects, with which 
their minds ſhall be enlightened in heaven, ſhall 
as far ſurpaſs the knowledge they acquired of 
them, under all the means and ordinances of re- 
ligion they enjoyed on earth, as the ſtate of glory 
ſhall ſurpaſs the ſtate of grace. Now they ſee 
* through a glaſs darkly, but then face to face: 
% now they know in part, but then ſhall they 
know even as alſo they are known 4.” To 
this clear and perfect knowledge of the truth, 


John, xvii. z. + x Cor, xiii. 12. 


Un 
ſhall be added the exerciſe of the moſt fervent 
and active love. The ſaints in light ſhall not 
only be taught, but enabled © to love the Lord 
their God with all their heart, and with all 
“e their ſoul, and with all their ſtrength, and with 
Kall their mind; and their neighbour as them- 
„ ſelves.“ They ſhall live in a ſtate of the moſt 
endearing friendſhip with all the family of God, 
with all his children in heaven : even with all 
the redeemed of the Lord, of every nation, kin- 
dred, tongue and people. No ſtrife, or con- 
tention, or jealouſy, or envy, ſhall exiſt among 
them: but love and charity ſhall abound, and 
prevail more and more. It will be no ſmall ad- 
dition to the happineſs of this. delightful inter- 
courſe, that it ſhall be enjoyed in the preſence 
-and company of the holy angels, to whoſe kind 
offices the ſaints on earth are much indebted, as 
„ minittring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for 
„ them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. Liv- 
ing in this great and happy ſociety, - beyond the 
reach of the malice, artifice, and power of all 
their ſpiritual enemies, admitted to ſee the truth 
in its own light, and to behold the face of God 
in righteouſneſs and love; their will. ſhall be 
brought into a full conformity to the Divine 
will, and their affections ſhall invariably be ſet 
"+ WR ws. 
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his Son; to whoſe merit, and power, and grace, 
they have been infinitely indebted : and, in ſtrains 
of the moſt. fervent admiration, - gratitude and 
praiſe, they ſhall adore and worſhip Him, who, 
in the words of the text, ſpeaks in all the majeſty 
and love of God, ſaying, © 1 am the reſurrec- 
* tion, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
© though he were dead, yet ſhall he live.” 
When the righteous ſhall be put in poſſeſſion 
of eternal life in heaven, they ſhall find it to be 
a life of perfect knowledge. Then ſhall they 
ſee and underſtand, in a ſenſe in which they ne- 
ver underſtood it before, “ that this is life eternal, 
* to know the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
« whom he hath ſent *.” The knowledge of 
theſe grand and ſublime ſubjects, with which 
their minds ſhall be enlightened in heaven, ſhall 
as far ſurpaſs the knowledge they acquired of 
them, under all the means and ordinances of re- 
ligion they enjoyed on earth, as the ſtate of glory 
ſhall ſurpaſs the ſtate of grace, © Now they ſee 
* through a glaſs darkly, but then face to face: 
* now they know in part, but then ſhall they 
* know even as alſo they are known 4.” To 
this clear and perfect knowledge of the truth, 
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ſhall be added the exerciſe of the moſt fervent 
and active love. The ſaints in light ſhall not 
only be taught, but enabled © to love the Lord 
their God with all their heart, and with all 
e their ſoul, and with all their ſtrength, and with 
all their mind; and their neighbour as them- 
„ ſelves.“ They ſhall live in a ſtate of the moſt 
endearing friendſhip with all the family of God, 
with all his children in heaven : even with all 
the redeemed of the Lord, of every nation, kin- 
dred, tongue and people. No ſtrife, or con- 
tention, or jealouſy, or envy, ſhall exiſt among 
them : but love and charity ſhall abound, and 
prevail more and more. It will be no ſmall ad- 
dition to the happineſs of this. delightful inter- 
courſe, that it ſhall be 'enjoyed in the preſence 
and company of the holy angels, to whoſe kind 
offices the ſaints on earth are much indebted, as 
„ minittring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for 
„them who ſhall be heirs of Clvation.”  Liv- 
ing in this great and happy ſociety, - beyond the 
reach of the malice, artifice, and power of all 
their ſpiritual enemies, admitted to ſee the truth 
in its own light, and to behold the face of God 
in righteouſneſs and love; their will. ſhall be 
brought into a full conformity to the Divine 
will, and their affections ſhall invariably be ſet 
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on ſpiritual and heavenly objects. It ſhall then 
be their chief care to pleaſe God, and their 
higheſt ambition to be accepted of him. His 
work ſhall be their pleaſure, his ſervice their 
delight. Thus purified from fin, and exalted to 
a ſtate of perfect holineſs, great, inexpreſſibly 
great ſhall be their joy in the Lord. Whether it 
proceeds from the glory of thetr. Redeemer, 
their own conſcious and uninterrupted ſenſe 
of the Divine favour, the perfection of their na- 
ture in purity and holineſs, the ſecurity and con- 
tinuance of their bliſs ; or, from whatever other 
| ſource it may flow, it ſhall be a joy, pure and un- 
mixed, unſpeakable and full of glory. Many are 
the paſſages of ſacred writ, that confirm and il- 
luſtrate the account now given of the heavenly 
| Bliſs. _ At preſent, however, I ſhall only men- 
tion a few of them. In our Lord's mediatorial 
prayer he addreſſeth his heavenly Father in theſe 
words: Father, I will that they alſo whom 
* thou haſt given me, be with me where Jam, 
that they may behold my glory which thou 
* baſt given me; for thou lovedſt me before the 
© foundation of the world“. In his conſolato- 
ry diſcourſe to his diſciples before he left the 


world, 
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world, he ſpeaks thus: In my Father's houſe 
are many manſions; if it were not ſo, I 
* would have told you: I go to prepare a place 
* for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
“for you, I will come again, and receive you 
« unto myſelf, that where I am, there ye may be 
* alſo®,” * Beloved,” faith the apoſtle John, 
* now are we the ſons of God, and it doth not 
«© yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know 
„ that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. And every 
* man that hath this hope in him, purifieth him- 
«© ſelf, even as he is pure. '“ In the book of 
Revelation, where we have the number of thoſe 
which were ſealed of all the tribes of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, the inſpired writer faith, * Af- 
© ter this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude 
e which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, ſtood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clo- 
„ thed with white robes, and palms in their 
“ hands, and cried with a loud voice, ſaying, 
Salvation to our God which ſitteth upon the 
„ throne, and unto the Lamb. Theſe are they 
* which came out of great tribulation, and have 

* waſhed 
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waſhed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and ſerve him day 
and night in his temple ; and he that ſitteth 
on the throne ſhall dwell among them. They 
ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, 
neither ſhall the ſn light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt 
of the throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters, and 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from -their 
eyes. e FAT, 


Having now conſidered, and endeavoured to 


repreſent the felicity of the ſeparate ſtate, it may 
be proper next to obſerve, that the happineſs of 
the ſaints in heaven will be rendered complete, 
by the redemption of their bodies from the 
power of death, and the re- union of them to 
their glorified ſpirits, “ Jeſus faith, Il am the 
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reſurrection and the life; he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live,” 


To the eye of ſenſe, the bodies of his faithful 
ſervants appear to be neglected and forſaken at 
death. Some of them are buried, and moulder 


into 
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into duſt ; ſome of them are devoured by the 
| fiſhes of the ſea,” or by the wild beaſts of the 
field : and others are conſumed by the fire, and 
their aſhesare diſperſed, and ſcattered by the wind. 
But to whatever ſtate or ſituation they may be 
reduced at death, they are ſtill under the eye, 
the care, the dire&ion and government of the 
Almighty Redeemer, who © calleth thoſe things 
„ which be not, as though they were,” and 
they obey his voice. The time is coming, when 
Jaſus, as the Refurrefion and the Life, hall 
call to the earth, to the ſea, and to all the differ- 
ent parts of the world, to give up the dead 
which are in them, and his word ſhall be ac- 
companied with Divine efficacy. * The Lord 
„ himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a 
© ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in Chriſt 
« ſhall: riſe firſt F. The bodies of his ſaints, 
% ſown in corruption, ſhall then be raiſed in 
« incorruption ; ſown: in diſhonour, ſhall, be 
* raiſed in glory; ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be 
„ raifed in power; ſown natural bodies, ſhall be 
e raiſed ſpiritual bodies +.” At that great and 
deciſive day, ** the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus 

« Chriſt 
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te Chriſt ſhall change our vile body, that it may 
be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, ac- 
& cording to the working whereby he is able 
even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf v.“ 
Having thus triumphed over death and the 
grave, the bodies of the ſaints ſhall be joined 
again to their glorified ſpirits, to ſeparate no 
more; and the Almighty Redeemer © ſhall then 
s be glorified in his ſaints, and be admired in 
* all them that believe . Every reproach 
againſt them ſhall then vaniſh, and every miſ- 
repreſentation of them ſhall be fully recti- 
| fied; their character ſhall appear in a fair and 
juſt light; the Redeemer, himſelf, as their ſu- 
preme and final judge, ſhall publicly avow his 
relation to them ; he ſhall ſet them on his right 
hand, as his choſen and faithful friends ; and 
ſhall ſay to them in the preſence of his Father, 
and of the holy angels, Come, ye bleſſed of 
* my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
« you from the foundation of the world.” The 
faints being now delivered from all the bondage 
and ſlavery of fin, and from allthedireful effects of 
the curſe pronounced againſt it; and being fully 


reſtored to the loſt perfection and felicity of theit 
nature. 


* Phil, fl. 20, 21. + 2. Theff. i. 10. 
| 6 


1 
nature, ſhall enjoy a happineſs, which “ eye 
& hath not ſeen; nor ear heard, neither bath 
entered into the heart of mah.” It only re- 
mains to be obſerved, that this happineſs, In- 
ſtead of coming to an end, ſhall be perpetual 
and everlaſting. The life, into which the 
* righteous ſhall then enter, ſhall be eternal; 
„and the inheritance of which they ſhall be 
4 poſſeſſed, ſnall be incorruptible, and ee 
* and. ſhall never fade e 7 


III. Let us inquire into the Character of the 
perſons, who ſhall enjoy the great happineſs we 
have juſt been conſidering. Here we are pre- 
ſented with a moſt amiable view of the liberal 
and generous ſpirit of the Chriſtian Religion, 
worthy of Him, who is © the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grece and truth.” No 
partial diſtribution of favour appears here, nor 
any reſpect of perſons. .- The Faithful alone, of 
whatever rank or (tation, are the perſons who 
ſhall enjoy the great happineſs, which our Lord, 
as the Reſurrection aud the Life, ſhall confer 
on his people; © he that Believeth in me,” ſaith 
Jeſus, © though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. 
* Our. bleſſed Lord is the Saviour of all men, 

C « eſpecially 
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© ſpecially of thoſe that believe ;”” and the hap- 


pineſs he hath promiſed to them is free, and ac- 
ceſſible to all ſorts and degrees of perſons. He 
does not ſpeak of it, as if it were deſigned for 
the rich, the noble, the powerful, the learned, 
or the ingenious ; as little does he fay that the 
poor, the mean, the illiterate, and the unwiſe, 
ſhall be deprived of it ; but he ſpeaks in plain 
and explicit terms, ſaying, © he that believeth 
c in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live.” 
The truth is, under the goſpel diſpenſation, there 
is no diſtinction made between one man and an- 
other, on account of his intellectual powers, or 
his worldly condition, as to the participation of 
the benefits of redemption; for under this laſt 
and moſt perfect diſpenſation of the grace of 
God, there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum- 
e ciſion, nor uncircumciſion, barbarian, Scythi- 
an, bond nor free, but Chriſt is all, and in all“.“ 
Now, this faith in the Redeemer, which he re- 


' quires of all who expect life and happineſs from 


him, is not true and genuine, unleſs it extends 
to every relation he ſuſtains, as the Son of God, 
the Chriſt, and the Saviour of the world. Nay, 
it is not a true and ſaving faith, unleſs it extends 
to every doQrine he hath revealed, to every pro- 
miſe of mercy he hath made, to every threaten- 
ing 


* Col. iii, xi, 
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ing he hath denounced againſt fin, and to every 
rule of duty he hath given for the government 
of the heart and life. A faith that is partial and 
defective, is not the faith required in the goſpel, 
and, of conſequence, it muſt be unacceptable to 
God, diſgraceful to the Saviour, and unprofita- 
ble to men. Happy are they who live in a dili- 
gent uſe of all the means which infinite wiſdom 
hath appointed to excite, to cheriſh, and to im- 
prove the precious grace of faith in their hearts ; 
and whoſe labour is not in vain in the Lord! 
They ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life.” Bleſſed with a true and ſaving faith in 
the Redeemer, they will reſign themſelves entire- 
ly to his direction, mediation, and government, 
that he may waſh them from their ſins in his 
* own blood, and make them kings and prieſts 
© unto God and his Father *.” 


The faith we are now conſidering, is ſo inſe- 
parably connected with purity of heart and ho- 
lineſs of life, with all that is wiſe, and juſt, and 
good, in temper and practice, that it will be a 
living, active, and fruitful principle of true piety 
and virtue, in every heart where it is implanted. 
J am the vine,” faith our Lord; © ye are the 

C 2 branches: 


Kev. i. 5, 6. 
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© branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
* him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit: 
* for without me ye can do nothing f.“ In- 
deed, it is evident, from the ſentiments which he 
who believeth in Jeſus doth embrace, the religi- 
ous principles with which his mind is enriched, 
and from the ordinary operation of truth and 
principle upon the human heart, forming the 
temper and character to a reſemblance of itſelf : 
it is evident, I ſay, to every impartial obſerver, 
and judge of human nature, that a true believer 
in Chriſt will be more powerfully urged to the 
love and practice of that holineſs which the goſ- 
pel enjoins, than the man who admires the mo- 
rality of the goſpel, and is ſolicitous to obey the 
precepts of it, while he pays little or no regard to 
its peculiar and diſtinguiſhing dodrines. A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, nei- 
ther can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” 
In like manner, “ a good man, out of the good 
„ treaſure of the heart, bringeth forth good 
te rhings; and an evil man, out of the evil trea- 
„ ſure, bringeth forth evil things.” They who 
put their truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as their 
Saviour, and who look for the mercy and ac- 
ceptance of God by him alone, are convinced and 

perſuaded 


+ John, xv. 5. 
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perſuaded in their own minds, that they can 


derive no benefit from the infinite merit of 


his atonement for ſin as their great High Prieſt, 
unleſs. they liſten to his inſtructions as their un- 
erring prophet, and ſubmit without reſerve to his 
divine care and government, as their ſupreme 
Lord and King. To them who thus believe, 
Chriſt will be precious; and the happy effects 
of their faith will be felt in their hearts, 
and will appear, and be made manifeſt in 
their lives. A profound admiration of the 
virtues of the Redeemer's character, and an 
unfeigned defire to imitate them; a ſenſe of 
duty, and a regard to their own welfare ; the 
fear of his difpleaiure, and the hope of his ap- 


probation, as their great and final Judge....will. 


concur with the nobler motives of gratitude and 
love, to render them © fervent in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord,” and to make them zealous, active, 
and unwearied in the practice of every duty they 
owe to God, their neighbour and themſelves. 
Thus a true and ſaving faith in the hearts of 


Chriſtians, will communicate its ſalutary influence 


to all the ſprings and principles of their actions; 


and the © light of their daily converſation will 
I * fo 
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« ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee their 
„ good works, and glorify” their Father which 
<« is in Heaven,” 


As it is a wiſe and juſt appointment of the 
moſt high God, that all perſons of this excellent 
character ſhould be truly bleſſed ; ſo it deſerves 
our particular attention, that none but perſons 
of this excellent charaQer, are qualified to enjoy 
the life and happineſs here promiſed by our 
Lord, to all thoſe who believe in his name, 
What pleaſure could the ignorant enjoy in a 
ſtate of perfect light and knowledge? What de- 
light could it give to one who is an enemy to 
God, in his mind, by wicked works, to be ad- 
mitted into the company of the friends of God? 
Could the envious, the malicious, the revengeful, 
live in the ſerene manſions of charity and peace? 
Can folly dwell with wiſdom ? or falſehood with 
truth? or fin with holineſs? No. The wiſe, 
the holy, the juſt, and the good alone, are fit to 
be admitted into the immediate preſence of the 
living God, and to abide there for evermore. 
** Happy is that people that is in ſuch a caſe ; 


yea, happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord.“. 


IV. We 
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IV. We come now to conſider the full and 
_ effeQtual Security given to thoſe who believe in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as their Saviour, that the 
great happineſs ſet before them in the text, ſhall 
be their final and everlaſting: portion. The 
heart of man cannot wiſh for greater and more 
effectual Security, than what the bleſſed Jeſus 
hath here given to us; his Promiſe is ſurely the 
beſt foundation for our faith and hope to 
reſt on; we may rely upon it with unſuſpecting 
confidence, for the enjoyment of all the eternal 
life and happineſs, which he hath ſolemnly de- 
clared ſhall be the final portion of- his faithful 
and obedient people. Jeſus ſaid unto her, I 
te am the reſurreQion, and the life; he that be- 
e lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall - 
he live..” Our Lord is not a man, that he 
<« ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man, that he 
e ſhould repent ; hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not 
« doit? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall be not . 
e make it good?“ Is he not poſſeſſed of every 
poſſible and conceivable perfection? And is he 
not thereby fully qualified to accompliſh this ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſe ? His inf · 
nite wiſdom ſhall deviſe the beſt and moſt pro- 
per means for this purpoſe, his almighty power 
* ſhall 
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ſhall carry them into effect; and as he is faith- 
fulneſs, and truth, and love itſelf, we may reſt 
ſatisfied, that whatever he hath ſpoken ſhall be 
fulfilled in its ſeaſon. How many ſtriking and 
endearing proofs did he give of his infinite wiſ- 
dom, power, faithfulneſs, and love to his people, 
in the courſe of his perſonal miniſtry! And as 
if all theſe evidences of his friendſhip to them, 
had been of ſmall account in his ſight, he at laſt 
offered himſelf a ſacrifice to the juſtice of God 
in their ſtead, and ratified the promiſe contained 
in the text, and every other promiſe of the new 
and everlaſting covenant, with his own blood, 
© Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
« man lay down his life for his friends.” 
Great, however, and glorious as this proof is 
of the love of Jeſus to his friends, yet, if his love 
had ceaſed here, in vain would be our faith and 
hope in him. Bleſſed be his name; it did not 
terminate here, his goſpel declares, and aſſures 
you, io your unſpeakable comfort and joy, that 
as © he was delivered for our offences, ſo he 
* was raiſed again for our juſtification” and 
* by his own blood hath entered in once into 
* the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 

« demption 


„ 


„ demption for us, even into heaven itſelf, 
* now to appear in the preſence of God for 
© us *,” „ Wherefore, he is able alſo to fave 
© them to the uttermoſt, that come unto God 
„ by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
e cefſion ſor them r.“ What ſuſpicion or doubt 
can now remain 1n your hearts, as to the ac- 
compliſhment of the great promiſe contained 
in the text? Chriſtians, your Redeemer liveth ; 
and © bccauſe he liveth, ye ſhall live alſo.” 
Amidſt all the glory of his exalted ſtate in hea- 
ven, he is as attentive to your intereſt, as ever 
he was on earth, and governs all things with 
the moſt conſummate wiidom, for the benefit 
of the world, and the good of his Church. 80 
far is he from being unmindful of his people, 
that he watcheth over them all as their Friend 
and Saviour, and will not leave or forſake the 
meaneſt of them, till all the purpoſes of his re- 
deeming grace ſhall be fully accompliſhed. May 
we not appeal to you, who are Chriſtians in- 
deed, for the truth of this doctrine; and de- 
fire you to conſult your own experience on this 
ſubjet? Does not the Holy Spirit, who pro- 
D ceedeth 
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ceedeth from the Father and the Son, “ bear 
© witneſs with your ſpirit, that you are the 
& children of God? And if children, then heirs ; 
© heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt ?” 
Hath he not already by his gracious influence 
made you truly wiſe, even “ wiſe unto ſalvation, 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus ?” Hath 
he not renewed you in the ſpirit of your minds, 
after the brightneſs of the Divine image? Hath 
he not often ſtrengthened your weakneſs, re- 
lieved your pains, comforted your ſorrows, and 
out of many temptations ſhown you a way to 
eſcape! Have you not then the witneſs, and 
evidence, in yourſelves, of the wiſdom, power, 
faithfulneſs, and love of your Redeemer? And 
may you not ſafely conclude from thence, as 
well as from the teſtimony of ſcripture it- 
ſelf, that the great promiſe he hath given you 
in the text, and that all the other © promiſes 
* of God in him, are yea, and in him amen, 
* unto the glory of God?” Hath he not 
“ ſealed you, who believe in his name, with 
that Holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the ear- 
* neſt of your inheritance, until the redemp- 
* tion of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the 

* praiſe 
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e praiſe of his glory* ?” With what unſhaken 
confidence may you not then rely on the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſe he hath 
given you in the text? “ Jeſus ſaid unto her, I 
© am the Reſurrection and the Life, he that be- 
* Heveth in me though he were dead, yet ſhall 
© he live.” —From theſe words I have taken oc- 
caſion, . in the preceding diſcourſe, to conſider 
the Divine power and authority, which our 
Lord here claims and aſſerts the happineſs of 
thoſe who ſhall be bleſſed with the reſurrection 
and the life, which he alone can beſtow—the 
character of the perſons who ſhall enjoy this 
great happineſs—and the full and effectual ſecu- 
rity given them, that this great felicity ſhall be 
their final and everlaſting portion. 


The obſervations which have been made on 
this intereſting ſubject, ſhould excite our grati- 
tude and love to God, for the many great and 
ineſlimable bleſſings we enjoy under the goſpel 
of Chriſt, and at the ſame time effectually de- 
termine us © to give all diligence to make our 
calling and election ſure.” The more we are 


D 2 diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed from many nations of the world, 
and the higher we are exalted above them by 
our Chriſtian privileges, the greater will be our 
guilt and condemnation, if we be ſo ungrateful 
to God, and ſo injurious to ourſelves, as to per- 
vert and abuſe them.“ He that deſpiſed Mo- 
e ſes law died without mercy, under two or 
three witneſſes. Of how much ſorer puniſh- 
* ment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought wo: thy, 
* who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
© and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
* wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of 
grace?“ Let us, therefore, be perſuaded 
to flee from the wrath to come, and lay hold on 
eternal life, while it is in our offer. Our know- 
ledge and profeſſion of religion, will neither be 
acceptable to God, nor profitable to ourſelves, 
unleſs we reſign our hearts and lives to its divine 
power and efficacy. ** Not every one that ſaith 
„ unto Chriſt, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
* kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the 
6 will of his Father which is in heaven.” While 
true Chriſtians enjoy the light and the grace of 
the goſpel, it ſhould Ve their great care to im- 
prove 


* Heb. x. af, 29. 
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prove theſe invaluable mercies aright; and to 
be as much diſtinguiſhed from the men of the 
world, by the purity and holinels of their lives, 
as they are alrcady diſtinguiſhed from them, by 
the wiſdom and excellence of their divine reli- 
gion. Walk, I beſeech you, as children of the 
light, and of the day of grace, © in all goodneſs, 
* righteouſneſs, and truth.“ © Abſtain from all 
appearance of evil;” and ſhew by your 
wiſe, holy, and exemplary conduct, in the ſeve- 
ral ſtations and relations of life, in which you 
are placed, that © the grace of God that bring- 
© eth ſalvation, hath effeQtually taught you to 
„ deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this 
e preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, 
* and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
* and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave him- 
&© ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
* iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 

e people, zealous of good works.“ | 


It will now be expected, that I ſhould addreſs 
myſelf to the Honourable Society, at whoſe de- 
fire I appear here, and exhort them, if it were 


neceſlary, to perſevere in the work and labour 
of 


„ 
of love, in which they are already engaged. 
But their excellent character is ſo well known, 
and ſo perfectly eſtabliſhed, as to ſtand in no need 
of my commendation, and their own zeal to 
promote the wiſe and good deſign of their moſt 
benevolent Chriſtian inſtitution, will be more 
effectual to encourage them in the proſecution 
of that deſign, than any arguments I can ſug- 
geſt to their conſideration. Permit me, there- 
fore, to obſerve, that the chief and principle de- 
ſign of the Society, as you all know, is to pro- 
mote the knowledge and practice of the Chriſ- 
tian Reformed Proteſtant Religion, in the High- 
lands, Iſlands, and remote corners of Scotland, 
and to propagate the ſame in Popiſh and infidel 
parts of the world, This deſign is ſo grand 
and auguſt, ſo important and uſeful, that it will 
give a rcfined and exquiſite pleaſure, to every 
true friend of his country and humanity, of re- 
ligion, virtue and induſtry, to think, that ſince 
the commencement of the Society, near one 
hundred and fifty-ſix thouſand perſons have 
been educated in their ſchools, in the principles 
and duties of religion and virtue, according to 
their firſt patent received from her late Majeſty 
Queen Anne in 1709 ; and that agreeably to 

their 
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their new charter granted by his late Majeſty 
King George, in 1738, a great number of the 
children have alſo been inſtructed in the differ- 
ent parts of agriculture trade, and manufactures. 
At preſent there are no fewer than fen thouſand 
children educated in the ſeveral ſchools of the 
Society, and theſe ſchools are under the imme- 
diate inſpection of the Preſbyteries in whoſe 
bounds they lie. The wiſe and pious views of 
the Society are not, however, confined to their 
own country ; they likewiſe pay a particular at- 
tention to foreign heathen nations, by employ- 
ing able and diligent miſſionaries, to preach the 
goſpel to the Indians in America, in order to 
promote and eſtabliſh among them * the king- 
* dom of God, which doth not conſiſt in meat 
* and drink, but in righteouſneſs, and peace, 
* and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. For he that in 
© theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to 
„God, and approved of men *.” 


It may well be ſuppoſed, that the Society, 
founded, as you evidently fee it to be, on a true 
love of their country, and on principles of the 


moſt 


Rom. xiv, 17, 18. 
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moſt extenſive and diſintereſted Chriſtian be- 
nevolence, will meet with great encouragement 
from the generous and charitable part of the 
community. This laudable encouragement, it 
mult be acknowledged, wich "gratitude to the 
Sovereign and wiſe Diſpoſer of all events, it 
hath often received ſince the commencement of 
the inſtitution in 1709, and, of late, ſome ac- 
ceſſions have been made to the funds of the So- 
ciety, as large and liberal, as unexpected. 
While theſe noble and princely donations re- 
joice the hearts of the friends of the goſpel, and 
excite in them the molt lively ſentiments of gra- 
titude and praiſe to God, for raiſing up in the 
courſe of his providence ſo great benefactors to the 
poor and needy, they will enable the Directors, 
at the ſame time, to enlarge the ſphere of their 
| uſefulneſs, to give a liberal ſupport to able, dili- 
| gent, and active teachers, and to erect and main- 
tain ſchools in pariſhes, where the moſt urgent 
neceſſity calls for them, but where the funds of 
the Society, though managed with the moſt fru- 
gal economy, would not hitherto permit them 
to be erected. Whoſo is wiſe, and will ob- 
* ſerve thoſe things, even they ſhall underſtand 
& the 
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tu the Joving kindneſs of the Lord. * ?” Latge, 
| however, as the capital of the Society now is, 
the rich and opulent have it ſtill in their power 
to contribute to the increaſe of it: Nor will their 
charity in this way be uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. 
For ĩt appears from the printed journal of the 
warthy Secretary, whoſe zeal and activity in the 
fervice are indefatigable, that ſuch is the re- 
e moteneſs of the countries, to which the bene- 
e volent deſigns of the Society extend, and the 
t peculiar circumſtances in which they are pla- 
© ced; ſuch is the poverty of the great body of 
the inhabitants, and ſuch their deficiency of 
< the means of religion, literature, and induſtry, 
© that the additional funds of the Society, am- 
« ple as they have now become; are by no 
© means equal to the ſupply of their wants.“ It 


is manifeſt from this faithful narrative of the 


ſtate of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, 
and from well atteſted accounts of heathen and 
infidel parts of the world abroad, that a wide 
and extenſive field is ſtill left for the exerciſe of 
your charity. Now, ſurely they, who earneſtly 
deſire to ſee the proſperity of the Redeemer's 
kingdom among men, and whole daily prayer 
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it is, that his ſpiritual empire may extend, am 
prevail over ignorance and error, ſuperſtition 
and idolatry, fin and wickedneſs of every kind 
and degree, will be ſolicitous to ſhew by their 
wiſe and uſeful acts of charity, as well as by o- 
ther good works, that their hearts are right with 
God, and ſtedfaſt in his covenant. Let me be- 
ſeech you, therefore, in the words of ſcripture, 
* to honour the Lord with your ſubſtance, and 
« with the firſt fruits of all your increaſe. Ss 
e ſhall your barns be filled with plenty, and 
your preſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine. 
„Every man according as he purpoſeth in his 
< heart, ſo let him give, not grudgingly, or of 
* neceſſity; for God loveth a cheerful giver, 
« And God is able to make all grace abound to- 
«* ward you; that ye always having all ſuſficien- 
cy in all things, may abound to every good 
* work. Remember the words of the Lord je- 
* fus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give 
< than to receive. For ye know the grace of 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was 
rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that 
« ye, through his poverty, might be rich.“ Un- 
der the influence of his grace, and in imitation 


of his divine example, let it be your care and 
ſtudy 


(© 3 
ſtudy at all times © to do good, to be rich in 
good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate; laying up in ſtore for your- 
© ſelves a good foundation againſt the time to 
come, that ye may lay hold on eternal life.“ 


Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
< falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the 
«© preſence of his glory with exceeding joy; to 
the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be glory and 
„ majeſty, dominion and power, both now and 
# ever. Amen.“ 


THE END. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS C# 


THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND 
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 


From , November 1791 to 1ft December 1792. 


* 
* * 
x 


Is the appendix to the anniverſary ſermon of laſt year, 
the Society had the pleaſure to announce to the public a 
very great acceſſion to their funds, from two ſeveral 
ſources : The firſt of 10,000 1, Sterling, in the 5 per cent. 
annuities, by a moſt generous, but hitherto unknown be. 
nefaftor ; the other of 20,000 1. by the will of the late 
Lord Van Vryhouven of Holland, 

The firſt of theſe ſums, originally veſted in truſt for 
the benefit of the Society, has, ſince the laſt publication, 
by the generous confidence of the donor, and with the 
entire approbation of the worthy and honourable perſon 
whom he had nominated truſtee, been transferred to the 
Society itſelf ; and the dividends, as they become due, 
continue to be regulary paid. 

The other great ſum, above-mentioned, has not yet 
been received; owing, as the Society are aſſured, to the 
tediouſneſs of the forms neceſſary to be obſerved in the 
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Court of Chancery, before the truſtees under the will, 
can be authoriſed to pay the ſums ſpecified in it to the 
ſeveral legatees. The Society, however, have of late 
been encouraged to hope, that ere long this obſtacle will 
be removed. 

To the above munificent benefactions, the mn have 
the ſatisfaction to add, this year, that of the late excellent 
Miſs Gray, formerly of Teafles, who by her will dire&- 
ed 20001. to be paid to the Society at the firſt term af- 
ter her death (which was accordingly paid at Whitſun- 
day laſt), and 10001. more, upon the lapſe of certain an- 
nuities ſpecified in her will; both ſums, by her direc- 
tion, being applicable to the purpoſes of the firſt patent. 

The Society are alſo happy to inform the public, that 
the long diſputed legacy, by the late Lady Grant of Mo- 
nymulſk, of 5001. has at length been determined in fa- 
vour of the Society, and the money paid in to their trea- 
ſurer. But while they acknowledge, with gratitude, theſe 
great and ſplendid additions to their ſtock, they are oblig- 
ed to acknowledge a conſiderable diminution which their 
funds have unavoidably ſuſtained, In conſequence of the 
plenty of money which of late has been introduced into 
this country, it is well known that the intereſt has fallen. 
Legal intereſt is not now to be obtained upon heritable 
ſecurity ; and the Directors have been compelled to con- 
ſent to a reduction of intereſt, upon many of their bonds, 
for large ſums. 

In theſe circumſtances, it anneared.to them an eligible 
expedient, to lay out part of their capital in the purchaſe 
of land as favourable opportunities ſhould occur. Al- 
though conſcious that by this means their revenue would 
ſuffer an immediate and temporary diminution, yet from 

| the 
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me increaſing value of landed property, they concluded 
that it would ultimately prove beneficial to the Society. 
The propoſal was ſtated to a general meeting, and obtained 
their unanimous ſanction. Thus fortified, the Directors 
laid themſelves out to- obtain information of proper pur- 
chaſes; and after due inquiry, and the report of men of 
{ill whom they had commiſſioned for that purpoſe, two 
different eſtates were bought, Glenriddel in Dumfriec- 
ſhire, and Whitecaſtle in the county of Lanark ; and they 
have reaſon to believe, that in both inſtances they have 


made fair and equitable bargains, which, though dimi- 
niſhing their preſent revenue, will, it is hoped, after the 


expiry of current leaſes, and in conſequence of improve- 
ments naturally to be expected, afford a confiderable aug- 
mentation. 


The anniverſary meeting of the correfponding board 
in London, was held this year upon the 3oth of March. 


Mr. Bogue of Goſport preached the ſermon. A nume- 
rous and reſpectable meeting afterwards attended, and 
the collection amounted to upwards of 260 l. 

While the Directors are thus attentive to the increaſe 


and proper management of the funds, which a generous 


public and muniſicent individuals have created, they beg 
leave to aſſure the public, that they are no leſs ſolicitous 


to lay them out for procuring the great and beneficial | 


purpoſes for which they are committed to their truſt, 

In the laſt appendix, a plan for the expenditure of 
their additional funds, which had been digeſted with 
much care, and had received the approbation of the So- 


ciety at large, was laid before the public. They had the 


ſatisfaction to find, that this plan has been received with 
general approbation, and particularly in theſe countries 
| which 
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which are more immediately the objects of their inilitu- 


tion. 

This plan, confiſting of fix feveral articles, the Diroc- 
tors have begun, and proceeded as far to carry into ef- 
feQ, as the ſtate of their funds, and a prudent attention 
to circumſtances, would allow. 

The #1 propoſition in that plan was hg Age 
falaries of tbeir ſoboolmaſtera, . to their merit 
and neceſſities. 

This part of the plan has already, to a conſiderable 
degree, been put in execution. Laſt year the ſalaries of 
a great number of their teachers received an augmenta- 
tion; thofe of the remainder will be increaſed, according 
2s their ſituation ſhall feem to require, and their diligence 
and ſucceſs to vindicate the Society's bounty. And the 
public, as well as the teechers themſelves, may reſt aſ- 
ſured, that having now acqurred « very extenfrve and 
accurate knowledge of the talents, character, and conduct 
of the various teachers upon their eſtdbliſhment, it ſhall 
be their endeavour to diſtinguiſh merit, by rendering the 
fituation of the deſerving as comfortable us poſſible, while 
thoſe of a different deſeription need expect no favour. 
The Society bears habitually in mind, and they hope the 
teachers will not forget, that upon their fidelity, in 
great meaſure, depends the uſefulneſs of the whole inſti- 
tution. N 3 

The /econd object of the propofed ꝓlan wes the publi- 
eation of, and ding, as extenſively as poſſible, the ſerip- 
tures in Gaelic, for the uſe of that vaſt body of people un 
the Highlands and Iſlands, who are either altogether ig- 
norant of, or but imperfectly acquainted with, the Eng- 
ih language. ; 


j 


da 

In order to accompliſh this important object, the re- 
maining volume of the Old Teſtament ſcriptures is in 
the preſs, and will be carried on as quickly as the well 
known accuracy and ſcrupulous fidelity of the Geatte- 
man to whom that work is immediately committed, and 
his other important engagements will permit. It is mat» 
ter of figcere regtet to the Directors, that. this work has 
been of ſuch tedious accompliſhment; but the public 
may reſt aſſured, that nothing upon their part has been, 
or ſhall be, wanting tv haſten it forward : nov have they 
departed from their purpole with reſpect to the other 
branches of this article in their plan. An impreſſion of 
the Gaelic New Teſtament, conſiſting of 20,000 copies, 
is to be put to the preſs, as ſoon as it has undergone a 
reviſion, and ſome few corrections, which have been 
deemed, by competent judges, neceſſary to render this 
excellent tranſlation more generally acceptable and uſeful, 
in the various parts of the remote Highlands and Iflands. 
It is likewife their deſign, as ſoon as the pꝓreſent edition 
of the Old Teftament ſcriptures ſhall be completed, and 
diſperſed in the manner formerly ftated, to publiſh'a new 
One, in a more compendious ſize, and in a form correſ- 
ponding to the propoſed large impreſſion of the New 
Teſtament ; and thus, with reſpect to this article, they 
hope to be able, in a fatisfactory manner, to fulfil their 
engagements to the public. 

As to the third propoſal, r eflabliſh new ſchools for 
religion, literature, and the Engliſh language, the Direc. 
tors have proceeded as far in its accompliſhment as it 
was poſſible for them to do, in a conſiſteney with their 
eſtabliſhed rules. In no one inftance has a petition for a 
Ichool been rejected, where the ſtate of the country vin- 
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dicatedthe erection, where a parochial ſchool was eſtabliſh. 
ed, and where the uſual accommodations were furniſhed. 
What theſe accommodations are, the public need ſcarcely 
now to be told, after they have been fo often annourſced 
in the publications of the Society. A houfe and ſchoot- 
houſe, maintenance for à cow, and fuel driven gratis, are 
articles, without which it is impoſſible for a ſchoolmaſter 
to live in the country, with any deg ee of comfort. The 
expence of them 1s but trifling ; and' when the Society 
bear the whole burden of the ſalary, it may appear aſto- 
niſhing that that expence ſhould be grudged, and that in 
ſome inſtances, and even after poſitive engagements, it 
thould be withheld. The Directors think it hard, that af- 
ter petitions for ſchools have been granted, and ſchool- 
maſters actually ſent to the ſtations allotted to them, they 
| ſhould have learned, that no houſes have been prepared 
for their reception; no ſchool-hoiies to teach in, and 
no proviſion whatever, in other reſpects, made for their 
comfortable ſubſiſtence : That in other inſtances, where 
"theſe accommodations have in ſome ſort been given, it 
has been with ſo ſparing a hand, that the Directors, vex- 
| ed and diſtreſſed with the frequent and juſt complaints of 
their ſuffering ſchoolmaſters, have, been forced to remon- 
ſtrate with proprietors, and when not liſtened to, to ſup- 
preſs theſe ſchools. 

From too large experience of this ſort, the Society 
were forced to adopt the rule formerly mentioned, and 
to which they are determincd to adhere, viz. That even 
when a ſalary is granted to a new ſtation, not to ſend a 
ſchoolmaſter to occupy it, till the accommodations which 
they require are actually provided. 

os | The 
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The annexed liſt ſhews what new erc&ions were ap- 
pointed by the ſcheme of laſt year; and of theſe, 
thoſe which have not been ſupplied with ſchoolmaſ- 
ters, owing to the want of compliance with the above 
rule. The public may reſt aſſared, that the Directors 
will refuſe no petition for a ſchool, where it is really 
wanted in the Highlands or lflands, and where theſe eſ- 
ſential conditions ſhall be fulfilled. 5 
It may perhaps be tmagined by ſome, that in | the flow- 
riſhing ſtate to which the funds of the Society have at- 
tained, the Society might afford the accommodations a8 
well as the ſalaries. Inſinuations to that effect have been 
thrown out. A very little reflection, however, will ſerve 
to ſhew the total inadmiſſihility of this idea. Were the 
Society to build houſes and ſchool-houſes, and eſpecially 
in remote countries, where both workmen and materials 
are found with difficulty, jobbing to their prejudice would 
infallibly enſue ; the work would; in many inſtances, be 
ill executed, and the expence would be ſo great, that their 
funds, even in their preſent ſtate, would be unequal to it, 
without diminiſhing the number of ſchools at preſent up- 
on their eſtabliſhment, How much more conduci ve then 
is it to the great ends which the Society have in view, 
to require that proprietors themfelves ſhould ere& the 
neceflary buildings? They can do ſo probably at the 


fourth part of the expence which they would coſt the 


Society. They can require their tenants to furniſh the 
carriages, Which the Society could not do; and when the 
people themſelves are to derive the benefit, this cannot 
be regarded as a hardſhip As to the ſmall croft of land, 
neceflary for the maintenance of a cow, it can be no great 
object to a proprietor in the Highlands, 
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In ſome inſtances, where heritors have petitioned lor, 
and obtained a grant of fehools upon their eſtates, on & 
promiſe of furaiſhing the accommodations, they have fa- 
tisfied themſelves with iſſuing orders to the tenants to 
build the houſes ; and giving themſelves no farther trou- 
ble about the matter, conclude that they have fulflled” 
their engagements to the Society. The conſequence is, 
that the tenants, generally poor; either do not build the 
houſes at all, or erect pitiful wretched hovels, totally in- 
ſufficient for the purpoſe. The ſchoolmaſters are loud in 
their complaints, the people regard them as engines of 
oppreſſion, and the proprietor thinks he has obtained a ſuf- 
ficient apology for wiſhing to be rid of them altogether, 
In ſome of the more remote countrtes, no other means of 
education are provided, and ignorance is tranſmitted from” 
generation to generation. The Society mourn over the 
hard lot of their fellow citizens in this fituation, and 
deeply regret that it is not in their power to relieve, 
them. 

There are proprietors who, even in the preſent times, 
are not aſhamed to avow it as their principle, that know- 
ledge of all kinds, except in the occupations of common 
life, is not only-uſeleſs, but pernicious to the vulgar ;. 
that it renders them diſſatisfied with their condition, and 
ambitious of altering it for the better, either at home or 
abroad ; and hence, ſay they, emigration to America. 

Will a generons public deign to hear an anſwer ts 
fach an argument? Are men likely to be worſe citizens, 
and worſe members of ſociety, that they are taught to read 
the ſcriptures, and made acquainted with The great truths. 


and duties of the goſpe! of peace? 
If 
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"If proprietors, indeed, wiſh to render, ber to continue 
their people faves, the patient ſubjects of every ſpecies 
of oppreſſion and bondage, they may be pleafed to inſlict 
upon them, perhaps they do well to ſhut againſt them 
every avenue to light and knowledge. But beſides that 
every benevolent mind riſes with abhorrence againft ſueh 
principles, ſo utterly repugnant to the genius of a free 
country and an enlightened age, they infer the worſt 
conceivable policy in remote unimproved countries. 

© Proprietors, in ſuch parts of Scotland, conſtantly com- 
plain of the indolence of the people, their obſtinate pre- 
judices, and invincible attachments to old and wretched 
ſyſtems. But how are theſe prejudices to be removed, 
and the minds of the people opened to ſee the error of 
their former cuſtoms, and diſpoſed to receive the im- 
provements of more civilized countries? Is it not by the 
diffuſion of knowledge? And is it not an unqueſtionable. 
fact, that as Knowledge and literature have been ſpread 
in the Highlands, the arts of civil life have advanced; 
and men, emancipated from the bigotry of ancient times, 
have improved in agriculture, and in every uſeful branch 
of induſtry? By being taught to read and to underſtand 
the Engliſh language, their intercourſe with the low 
countries of Scotland is facilitated; books of inſtruction 
in the arts of life, as well as in the doctrines of religion, 
are introduced among them; their bigotry and prejudices 
are gradually removed ; and their minds, opened to the 
reception of new ideas, acquire both a N 2 _ 
rit for improvement and exertion. 

If there are among them young men of genius and an 
aſpiring turn of mind,—and ſuch are to be found, not" 
leſs frequent in the Highlands of Scotland than in other 

| countries . 
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Erirntries; and if, by "meat of education acquired if 
charity ſchools, they are enabled to go abroad, and puſſi 
their fortune in the world, as it is well known great 
numbers have done, where, let it be aſked, do they wiſtr 
to return, to ſpend the evening of their days, but to 
their own country? And to whom do they almoſt uni- 
formly leave their fortunes, but to the relations whom 
they left behind? The benefit, of conſequence, ultimately 
reſults to the proprietors. Though a few ſuch, therefore, 
mould leave every Highland eſtate (which is not already 
depopulated to make way for theep), people in abundance 
will be left. An exceſs of population upon their eſtates 
(compared with the means of ſubfiſtence), is well known to 
be the great complaint of Highland proprietors. That a 
prevailing ſpirit of emigration to America is not the ef- 
fect of education, is evident from this circumſtance, that 
the countries from which emigration has chiefly proceed- 
ed, are thoſe where, of all others, the means of education 
are moſt ſparingly enjoyed. 
The truth is, that like all other end people, 
- ſtrangers to commerce and to the world, the Scotch High- 
landers are paſſionately attached to the place of their na- 
tivity; and by poverty and oppreſlion chiefly, the great 
body of thoſe who emigrate, are reluctantly compelled to 
ſeek, in foreign: countries, that bread which their own 
country denies them. Were proprictors to treat them with 
kindneſs ; to ſhew a diſpoſition to relieve or alleviate their 
diſtreſſes, and to introduce the means of. education and 
improvement among them, the people would ſubmit to 
many hardihips, ere they would think of exchanging 
their own for a foreign elime. 
So far is education from being the cauſe, or among tlie 
cauſes 6£ emigration, that the want of the means of it is 
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one of the grievances which” many of thoſe who have 
emigrat- I have aſſigned for leaving their own country *. 
With a variety of Highland proprietors,” animated by 
a liberal ſpirit, the Society have been happy to enter into 
a correſpondence, and to erect ſchools upon their eſtates. 
But in other inſtances, where proprietors will give no 
encouragement to their efforts ; where they themſelves 


will not furniſh the neceffary accommodations, and where 
their tentints are too poor to be able to afford them, the 
Society muſt mourn in filence, that to ſuch parts of the 
country the benefit of their inſtitution cannot extend. 


To one other article, concerning ſchools, the Society 


muſt requeſt attention. It has been mentioned already 


in this, as well as in many other fimilar publications, 
that the eſtab ſhment of a g rochial ſchool in every pa- 


Tiſh, as it is expreſsly required by law, ſo it is a funda. 


mental rule of the Socicty, that none of their ſchools ſhall 
be c ected i per ſhe where this law is not obſcrveds 
It is matter of deep regret, that in ſome parts of the 


Highlands this law is either entirely diſregarded, or ſo 
imperfectly complied with, that Wege om effects of it 
are in great meaſure deſeated. f 


In a variety of pariſhes, and wa of them of great ex- 
tent and populouſneſs, no parochial ſchool of any ſort ex- 
iſts to this day. In ſome, the ſalaries of two, perhaps 
three contiguous pariſhes, are united, in order to make a 
tolerable proviſion for one ſchoolmaſter for all: In others, 
and particularly in the ſouthern parts of Argyllſhire, 

| . a where 


* The Directors have warrant for aſſerting, that ſuch has been one of 


the reaſons aſſigned by the emigrants from Moydart, Araſaig, North and 
Sputh Morer, and Knoydart. 
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where ac taſte for literature more generally obtains than 
in the more northern countries, a very different practice 
prevails. Where pariſhes are of great extent, and the 
people widely ſcattered, the parochial ſalary is ſplitted 
into a variety of parts, and gi ven in pittances to as many 
different ſchoolmaſters. And of theſe the heritors pay 
only a ſmall proportion; the reſt is laid upon the tenants, 
and paid, partly in the mereſt triſles of money, and part- 
Iy in corn, which the ſchoclmaſters, each with à horſe 
and cart, go round the fields in the harveſt· time collecting. 
The conſequence is, that poverty and contempt are in- 
Teparably connected with the character and office ; and 
that raw half. educated boys, or men totally unſit for 
theſe ſtations, can only be faund.to fill, or to remain in 
them 

In Per of all this, could the heritors be perſuaded to 
give an adequate parochial ſalary to one man of ability, 
placed in a centrical ſituation, and to pay their reſpective 
proportions of it themſelves, in place of laying it upon 
their tenants in whole or in part, then it might be ex- 
pected, that, along with the ſchools of the Society, pro- 
per parochial ſeminaries of learning: would be eſtabliſhed 
rhroughour the Highlands and Iflands. Theſe, though 
they could not fully ſupply the various corners of im- 
menſe pariſhes, yet in theſe, young men would be 
Trained up into'a Td for mn teachers of youth 
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\ © The law, indeed, entitles proprietors to lay the one half ef thei: 
proportion of the ſchoolmaſter's ſalary upon their tenants. But if that 
ſum is paid by the tenants, in the name of rem, to the landlord, and by 
dim paid to the ſchoolmaſter in a round ſutn, the landlofd ſorely fuftains 
no pecuniary loſs, and the advantage to the ſchoelunſter i is too obvious te 
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m places which could enjoy the immediate den neither 
of the parochial nor charity ſchools. 

The Directors of the Society take the liberty to . 
geſt theſe ideas, upon a moſt important ſuhject, to the 
proprietors of Highland eſtates. Many of them they 
know to be men of education, of liberal and enlightened 
minds, earneſtly deſirous of extending knowledge, civili- 
zation, and improvement, among their tenants and coun- 
trymen. Such gentlemen may reſt aſſured of the higheſt 
reſpect upon the part of the Directors of the Society, and 
of their beſt endeavours, in co-operation with theirs, to 
promote theſe laudable and benevolent ends. 

The fourth propofition in the Society's plan, was to 
give encouragement to the introduction of uſeful induſtry 
and manufattures into the Highlands and Iſlands. 

To this important object, the Directors have not been 
inattentive, as the augmented liſt of their ſchools for in- 
duftry will ſhew. 

Various ſchemes for the intredaien of arts and mg- 
nufactures into the Highlands and Iſlands, have been pro- 
poſed to the Directors; ſome of them now under conſi- 
deration, appear to them ſo rational and probable, that 
their concurrence and aid may be expected. But the 
difficulties attending the eſtabliſhment of manufactures, 
and even of the arts of induſtry common in the low 
countries, in theſe. remote diſtricts are great, and by no 
means to be overcome without the vigorous co-operation 
and encouragement of landholders. 

Lhe proprietor of a Highland eſtate is the primum mo- 
bile, the great ſpring of action within its bounds. Upon 
him all the people depend; to him all eyes are directed. 
When he chooſes to refide among them; to act a fatherly 
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and kind part towards them, their love to him, and re- 
verence for him, approach almoſt to adoration. 

To employ his influence. in abating the ſorce of old 
habits and prejudices, to introduce, by prudent; means, 


and gradual advances, ſcience and arts formerly unknown 


among his people, and to make them to fee] the advan- 
tages reſulting from the ſchemes of improvement which 
he ſuggeſts. and patroniſes, is to afford the worthieſt ex- 
erciſe to the benevolent feelings of his heart, and in the 
moſt immediate and eſſential manner, to conſult his own 
intereſt ; and this is the only probable method by which 
induſtry, arts and manufactures, can be introduced, with 
effect, into the remote Highlands. 

In the preſent riſing ſtate of manufactures in the low 
countries of Scotland, where a ſcarcity of workmen is 
one of the greateſt difficulties to be ſtruggled with, it is 
hard, that in the neighbouring counties of the ſame king- 
dom, a multitude of people ſhould be ſound in an almoſt, 
idle and ſtarving condition, and that numbers of them, 
forced for bread to betake themſelyes to a foreign coun- 
try, ſhould be for ever loſt to their oven. 

Many Highlanders, it is true, have come to the low 
countries of Scotland, and are engaged in a variety of 
employments and manufaQures, much to their own com- 
fort and the emolument of their employers ; but theſe 
bear a ſmall proportion, indeed, to the multitudes that 
ſtill remain unemployed, or at leaſt employed to no va- 
luable purpoſe, at home. 

The-great body of the people are too much bed 
to their native ſoil, to be induced to leave it without 
compulſion ; and when, by dire neceſlity, they are forced 


to leave the hamlets and fields of their fathers, it appears 
to 
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to them of little conſequence, whether they remove to 
America, or to the ſouthern parts of Scotland. 

To give employment and bread to the people at home, 
is the only effectual method of preventing emigration to 
foreign countries : it ought, of conſequence, to be an ob- 
ject of ſerious attention to government, and to all pro- 
prietors who wiſh to introduce permanent and effectual 
improvements into their eſtates. 

The repeal of the coal tax *, and the ian of the 
ſalt laws, ſo that theſe eſſential articles may be afforded 
to the people at as cheap a rate, and on as eaſy terms as 
the nature of things will admit of, will 'ere long, it is to 
be hoped, exhibit evidence of the attention of govern- 


ment, to theſe remote and hitherto negle&ed, though 


moſt valuable parts of the Britiſh dominions, of their diſ- 
poſition to favour the introduction of manufactures into 


them, and thereby to give the moſt effectual check to the 


ſpirit of emigration. But without the vigorous and ac- 


tive efforts of individual proprietors, the favour of go- 


vernment, and the interpoſition of public bodies, will be 
of little avail. Let them bend the force of their minds 
to this object; let them deviſe, and ſet on foot, probable 
and well digeſted plans, for the introduction of ſuch ſpe- 
cies of induſtry and manufactures as are adapted to their 
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* The bill now to be brought into Parliament for the repeal of the 


coal tax, one of the wiſeſt political meaſures which could have been pro- 


poſed for the benefit of the empire at large, as well as one of the moft 
humane for the relief of the people in the northern parts of it, will erect 
« 2 laſting monument of gratitude to the immediate author of it, in the 


minds of his countrymen. The modification of the ſalt laws, ſo as to pro- 


duce the above-mentioned eſſect, would, if poſſible, be an act of ill 
greater humanity, as well as ſound policy. 
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cal fituations and circumſtances ; and to all fuch plans, 


the Directors of the Society will be ready to give that 
aſſiſtance which the nature of their inſtitution, and the 
ſtate of their funds, ſhall permit. To employ teachers 
of the different branches, is the proper line of the So- 
ciety; that line which they beſt underſtand, and in which 
they are leaſt apt to be miſled. What they have already 
done in that way, will appear, upon an inſpection of their 
eſtabliſhments upon the ſecond patent. Many others are 
under conſideration ; and of theſe not a few, there is ns 
room to doubt, will be adopted and included in the ſcheme 
of the enſuing year. | 

The th propoſition was to eſtabliſh miffionary mini- 
Hers in different parts of the Highlands and Iſlands ; 
where, from the vaſt extent of the pariſhes, an increaſe 
of the nnmber of clergymen 1s greatly wanted. | 

One miſſion only, has been completely eſtabliſhed with- 
in the courſe of the laſt year, viz. at Loch Eynort, in the 
pariſh of Braccadale and Ifland of Sky ; a pariſh of great 
extent and populouſneſs, to which the labours of one mi- 
niſter were totally inadequate, and where the proprie- 
tor cheerfully agreed to give the accommodations re- 
_ quired by the rules adopted by the Society, which were 
ſpecified in the appendix of laſt year. 

With reſpe& to one of theſe accommodations, vis. a 
croft of arable and paſture land, ſufficient for the main- 
tenance of a horſe and two cows—in order to prevent 
all miſtakes, to what was ſtated in laſt appendix, it may 
be proper to add, that the Society expects not from pro- 
prietors, an obligation for its perpetuity. But as it would 
be bighly improper to leave the clergymen in their em- 

ployment 


GJ 


ployment dependent upon the will of proprietors for this 
moſt neceſſary article; of accommodation, ſo to relieve 
proprietors from an apprehenſion which they find has 
made an impreſſion upon the minds of ſome of them, that 
the Society mean, to, entail a perpetual burden upon their 
eſtates, the Directors will require from them no other ſer 
curity for this and the other accommodations, than mere- 
ly during the incumbency of every individual miniſter, 
to be renewed upon every vacancy, At the expiration 
of each incumbency, therefore, it will be competent to 
the proprietors, to withdraw from their ſtipulations; z the 
conſequence of which will be, an immediate e 
of the eſtabliſhment. 

Various other miſſions, in different parts of the High. 
lands, are now under conſideration ; ſome of which, in all 
probability, will take place; 3 one in a diſtrict 
belonging to the two pariſhes of Edrachylles and Tongue, 
in Lord Reay's country, and ſhire of Caithneſs, where 
ſome reſpectable tackſmen, much to their honour, have 
agreed to build the houſes, and grant the accommoda- 
tions, 

The Directors are ſorry to be obliged to ſay, that i in 
ſome remote parts of the country, and in pariſhes of 
enormous extent, where their aid has been moſt earneſt 
ly ſolicited by the people and clergy of the bounds, for 
the eſtabliſhment of miſſions, their wiſhes to grant the 
requeſt have been prevented by the poſitive refuſal of 
the proprietors to comply with the terms of the Society, 
that is, to grant the accommodations; required, the So- 
ciety taking upon therſelves the whole burden of the 
falary, which they have fixed to be 50 l. per anzum. 
It 
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It is impoſſible for the Directors, or a generous pub- 
lic, to ſuppoſe, that a proprietor of a vaſt extent of coun- 
try, and great accumulating wealth, and in pariſhes where 
twice the number of the eſtabliſhed clergy would not ſuf- 
fice for the ordinary parochial duties, ſhould refuſe his con- 
ſent to a propoſition ſo immediately calculated to promote 
religion, and good morals, and civilization, and improve- 
ment of every fort, among his own tenants, from the 
dread of the trifling expence to himſelf, which it infers. 
The ſuppoſition is too degrading to be connected with 
the character of any man who bears the name of a gen- 
tleman. They muſt therefore have recourſe to the more 
charitable concluſion, that ſome miſapprehenſion of the 
terms of the Society, ſome want of refpe& in the mode 
of application by the people immediately concerned, or 
ſomething elſe, which the Directors cannot pretend to 
divine, and not unwilingne's to part with a very pit- 
tance of money, is the cauſe of their refuſing a deed of 
ſo much charity and mercy. x 

The Society, conſcious of the purity of their ovn mo- 
tives, and of the rectitude of the meaſures which they 
have uniform] y purined far promoting the intereſt of 
religion and the country; with for nothing more carneſt- 
ly than a fair and caudid examination of them. Nothing, 
they are perſuaded, will tend more efleftually to remove 
miſapprehenſion, and diſiipate the clouds of prejudice. 
Proprietors will, in, conſequence, it is to be hoped, ſer 
their own antcreit to be immediately connected with the 
views of tlic Society: and in complying with their mo- 
derate requiations, remove one of the greateſt hardſhips 
of their people ; gratify their feclings in an abject which 
they regard as of the laſt importance to both their pre- 
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ſent and future happineſs, and prevent that almoſt un- 


ſupportable load of reproach, which a perſeverance in re- 
fuſal will, it is to be feared, create, not only in the re- 


mote countries immediately concerned, but in the king- 


dom at large, when the circumſtances ſhall come to be 
generally. known. 

The A4xth and laſt propoſition in the plan was, to make 
proviſion for traming up young men, having the Gaelic 


language, for the miniſtry in the Highlands and Iſlands, by 


the eſtabliſhment of ſome penſions, known in the Scotch 
by the name of Bur ſuries, and in the Engliſh univerſities, 
of Exhnbittons to ſtudents in divinity. 

Six penſions, of x51. each, have accordingly been eſta. 
bliſhed. Students having the Gaelic language, and whos 
had finiſhed their courſe of philoſophical ſtudies at any: 
one of the univerſities, were invited, by public intima- 
tion in the newſpapers, to come to Edinburgh, and un- 
dergo an examination, before the Eccleſiaſtical Directors 
of the Society, as to their proficiency in their ſtudies, 
Three of their burſaries were, in conſequence, filled up 
by as many candidates, who, after examination, were 
judged to be worthy of this prgferment. Three remain 
vacant ; and for the ſupply of theſe, there will be an ex- 
amination againſt the fitting down of the Divinity Col- 
lege next Seſſion. The branches of ſcience upon which 
the examination proceeded this year, were Greek and 
Latin, logic, ethics, and the principles of natural reli- 


gion. In future, it is probable that the ſame courſe will 


be followed. 

It is the wiſh, and ſhall be the endeavour of the Di- 
reQors, to prefer only young men, who ſhall unite piety” 
with ability; and who, from their progreſs in the pre- 
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vious ſtudies, ſhall afford a probable ground of expecta. 
tion, that when inveſted with the character, they ſhall 
become uſeful and reſpectable as miniſters of the goſpel. 

It is matter of juſt and deep regret, that too many 
ſtudents, eſpecially thoſe from the remote parts of the 
Highlands and Iſlands, at a great diſtance from the ſemi- 
naries of learning, are hurried forward in their ſtudzes, 
with a rapidity which admits not of a ſufficient improve- 
ment in ſcience. The unavoidable greatneſs of the ex- 
pence is the cauſe of this precipitation, which is moſt in- 
jurious to the reſpeQability of the clerical character, and 
to the intereſt of religion. It 1s the wiſh of the Society 
to alleviate the weight of this burden to young men of 
good principles and promiſing abilities : Such are the on- 
ly candidates whom they wiſh to patroniſe; and, by a 
prudent inveſtigation, they are determined to uſe their 
beſt endeavours to prevent their being diſappointed in 
the objects of their choice. It is not improbable, that 
hereafter if the plan, upon trial, ſhall be found to ſuc- 
ceed ; and, if the ſtate of their funds ſhall admit of it, the 
quantum, if not the number of their burſaries, may be 
increaſed. | 

Thus the Directors have ſubmitted to the public eye, 
a candid ſtatement of the progreſs they have made, and 
of the principles upon which they mean to proceed, in 
carrying into execution, the plan formerly publiſhed for 
the expenditure of their additional funds. The appro- 
bation. of that plan expreſſed by the public, and eſpecially 
by the wiſe and conſiderate of thoſe parts of the country 
- which are immediately concerned, has given much en- 
couragement to the Directors in carrying it on. If, 
through the Divine bleſſing, it ſhall be productive of the 
happy 
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happy eſſects intended by it, they will conlider their la- 
bours as amply rewarded. 

It remains only to ſtate, in this appendiz, that during 
the courſe of laf fu fummbr, the ſecretary accompliſhed the 
Whole of his han of viſitiag the Society's ſchools. 
Abridged accounts of his labours, during the three pre- 
ceding,years, have been publiched in the appendixes to 


the ſermons of the ſeveral years to which they belonged. 


His tour laſt ſummer was through thoſe parts of the 
Highlands which he ha nor formerly viſited, Travels 
ling by Perth and Strathearn, he proceeded through the 
-parithes of Callendar, Aberfoil, Buchanan, Luſs, Arroch- 
ar, and Lochgoithead, to Inverary; made à tour through 
the pariſhes to the weſt of that town; rode by the welterp 
coaſt of Kintyre to Campbelton; ſailed to the Iſlaad of 
Arran; returned to Kintyre ; eroſſed Lochſine into Cow- 
al; and, travelling by the eaſt coaſt of Kintyre, came 
back to Invetary, where he wiſhed to meet withi the 
ſynod of Argyll, and hid the good fortune to ſueceed- 
The attention and politeneſs Which he experienced from 
the gentlemen of the country and the ſeveral minitters, 
in their reſpective houſes, and the valuable information 
which he received from the clergy of that ſynod, both in 
their individual and collective capacity, merited and re- 
ceived his warmeſt acknowledgments, 

As uſual, he kept a regular journal of his angoontings, 
which was ſubmitted to the peruſal of the Directors up- 
on his return. It contains little which can gratify the 
curioſity of the public at large, ſor his journey -was 
througli countries which are now generally well known ; 
but it afforded much information, of intereſting conſe- 
quence, to the Society, concerning the ſtate of their 
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ſchools, the character and ſucceſs of their ſchoolmaſters, 
and the nature of the accommodations afforded to them; 
the ſituations where new ſchools are moſt neceſſary, and 
where the efforts of the Society, for the encouragement 
of induſtry, are moſt likely to be attended with ſucceſs. 

The only countries of Scotland, in which Society ſchools 
are eſtabliſhed, and which the ſecretary has not now perſon- 
ally viſited, are the Iſlands of Orkney and thoſe of Shet- 
land. Whether it ſhall hereafter be found neceſſary that 
he make a tour through theſe alſo, cannot at preſent be 
determined. Meantime, with reſpect to thoſe of Orkney, 
the defect of the ſecretary's viſit to them has been com- 
penſated by repeated tours to them by a miniſter, * from 
the neighbouring part of the mainland of Scotland, com- 
miſſioned for that purpoſe, whoſe zeal and attention, and 
the fidelity of whoſe reports have been of the greateſt 
ſervice, and merit the warm acknowledgments of the So- 
ciety. | 

The ſecretary's journal of his laſt tour concludes in 
the folowing words, with which it may be proper to put 
an end to that ſubject in this, and probably in future ap- 
pendixes. | | 

The ſecretary has ſubmitted to his conſtituents a 
narrative of his. proceedings in their ſervice during this 
laſt ſummer, the fourth which he has employed in a ſi- 
milar manner, and by which the plan which he originally 
propoſed to himſelf, with the approbation of the Direc- 
tors, has been completed. 3 

The execution of it has been tedious, and attended, no 
doubt, with conſiderable expence of time and labour. 

But 
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But with truth he can ſay, that at no period, even of fa. 
tigue and languor, during its continuance, did he ever 
regret his having undertaken it; nor now, that it is ac- 
compliſhed, does he look back, without high ſatisfaction 
upon its progreſs and termination, 

The advantages reſulting from it to the inſtitution at 
large, it is not for him to recite : they have been repeat- 
edly, and in flattering terms, acknowledged by his cons 
ſtituents : But this he may be permitted to ſay, that 
without the perſonal knowledge of countries, eircum- 
ſtances, and characters, which he could by no other 
means have acquired, he could never have conducted 
that department of bufineſs which belongs to his office, 
with ſatis faction to his own mind, nor with any tolerable 
ſecurity, as to the fitneſs of a variety of meaſures recom- 
mended to the adoption and proſecution of the Directors. 
He ſhould otherwiſe have wandered in the dark, liable to 
perpetual deception, unknowing where to ſeek, and upon 
whom to depend, for light and direction. The kindly 
expreſſed approbation of the gentlemen in the direction, 
and of the members of the Society at large, have all 
along animated his exertions; and, together with the 
conſciouſneſs of endeavouring to promote the beſt inte- 
reſts of religion and his fellow-creatures, have proved a 
high reward of his otherwiſe gratuitous ſervices,” 
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